
LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES featured in green boxes.

WasteWise News
School Edition

A resource to reducing and preventing waste in Lane County
2019—2020

Going Local & Sustainable: 4J transitions to  
In-House Food Services, Composting & Durables

Eugene School District 4J is bringing food service in-house after years of contracting with Sodexo. 4J’s goal 
is to work toward locally-sourced, scratch-made (organic when feasible) meals for students. Thanks to the 
Eugene 4J School Board and 
Eugene voters, the district 
earmarked money to help 
achieve these goals. As a 
first step, the district hired 
an amazing food services 

team charged with developing menus, food 
forecasting and procurement. The work 
involves partnering with local farms and food 
suppliers and coordination with kitchen staff 
to establish new systems and processes for 
preparing food.

As a result of these changes, all elementary 
school lunchrooms will now be equipped 
with composting stations — students will 
now see what happens to food once it leaves

kitchens and their lunch boxes. Separating out food waste teaches kids how to identify 
biodegradable from non-biodegradable waste and how to make beneficial-use soils and compost 
that can then be applied to school gardens throughout the District. 

Additionally, disposable items like paper towels, water bottles, and plastic utensils, a regular sight 
in 4J kitchens, will be replaced with durable utensils, glasses and trays — contributing to less 
waste and pollution. Using durable utensils will also help keep the compost taken and processed 
by Rexius, a local compost company free of plastics — the #1 contaminant. 

Eugene School District 4J has truly committed to a sustainable, long-term solutions for real 
change. These sustainable, healthy initiatives ensure that every child in the district has access to 
healthy, nutritious food, while supporting our local economy and protecting the planet. Way to go 
4J!

https://4j.lane.edu/
https://4j.lane.edu/
https://rexius.com/
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Free Alsco Napkins Available to Schools!        
Alsco, a supplier of professional textile linens for rent is donating gently used napkins to schools and non-
profits. Napkins are in good repair and free of stains, but have been retired due to fading. These napkins are 
perfect for staff breakrooms and classroom party kits. Schools committed to switching from disposable items 
like paper towels and paper napkins are a perfect candidate. For more information, visit  
www.lanecounty.org/reduceschoolwaste or call (541) 682-6536. 

Free Art and Classroom Supplies for Teachers! 
Teachers don’t forget about MECCA’s Teacher Resource Center for FREE 
fall art and classroom supplies. Open Tuesday – Friday 11:00 to 6:00 
and Saturdays 11:00 to 5:00 - MECCA has everything for making and 
creating art, while keeping these materials out of the waste stream. 
Located right next to the Amtrak station, visit  
www.materials-dashexchange.org.

Moms and Dads don’t forget about MECCA for your child’s next art project. MECCA has everything for making and creating 
art, while keeping these materials out of the waste stream. Shoppers pay on a sliding scale and all contributions support 
MECCA’s operations and programs like providing teachers free classroom art supplies. Located right next to the Amtrak 
station, visit www.materials-dashexchange.org.

Free Resources for Teachers & Schools

EWEB Resources
Greenpower 
Grant 
Available to 
Schools
Customers of Eugene Water 

GREENPOWER and Electric Board (EWEB)
voluntarily participate in 
the Greenpower program 

— a program that invests funds to support renewable 
energy projects. Schools are eligible to apply for 
grants of up to $50,000 each. Kalapuya and Buena 
Vista elementary schools were awarded $50,000 each 
in 2015 and 2016 to install solar panels on the school. 
These projects help power the schools with clean, 
renewable energy and also provide students with a 
real world education on climate change solutions. For 
more information and to sign up to be a Greenpower 
customer visit the EWEB Greenpower Program.

KidWind is an annual wind 
turbine design—build and 
testing competition that 
involves three middle 
schools from the Bethel 
School District. Winning 
teams are invited to test 
their turbines in a wind 
tunnel at regional and 
national competitions.

EWEB Solar Car Challenge 
The Solar Car Challenge is                                                                 a 
multi-school district 
event held in June. EWEB 
provides roughly $20,000 
in Greenpower supported 
— funds to help middle 
school kids learn about 
renewable energy as they 
apply math and science 
skills — designing and building photovoltaic powered cars.                                                                                                  

EWEB KidWind Challenge 

http://www.eweb.org/
http://www.eweb.org/residential-customers/going-green/greenpower
http://www.bethel.k12.or.us/kalapuya/
http://buenavista.4j.lane.edu/
http://buenavista.4j.lane.edu/
http://www.eweb.org/residential-customers/going-green/greenpower
https://alsco.com/
https://alsco.com/
http://www.materials-exchange.org/
http://www.materials-exchange.org/
http://www.materials-exchange.org/
www.lanecounty.org/garbageguru
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Whole Kids Garden Grant Program
The Whole Foods Garden Grant Program supports edible educational gardens located at a school or non-profit organization. 

The program provides $2,000 monetary grants to support new or existing edible 
gardens at K-12 schools. Grant opens September 1, 2019 and closes October 15, 
2019. Applicants will be notified by February 15, 2020. For more information, visit 
www.wholekidsfoundation.org or email Grants@WholeKidsFoundation.org. 

Garden Grants

Annie’s Grants for Gardens
The Annie’s Grants for Gardens opens September 1, 2019 and closes November 1, 2019. 
Applicants will be notified by January 2020. For more information, visit www.annies.com 
or download a free beginner's guide to help teachers and parents plan and create 
sustainable gardens. 

Healthy Foods Grow Healthy Kids
School Garden Project of Lane County delivers ‘Science in the Garden’ educational  
programs to 1,500 students in 19 local schools in Eugene 4J, Bethel, and Springfield  
School Districts. Qualified staff teach lessons that reinforce science knowledge  
through fun activities in a ‘garden classroom’ where students learn the basics of gardening 
and growing food. During each class, young scientists taste freshly grown vegetables,   
learn new science principles and learn gardening skills.  For more information, visit  
www.schoolgardenproject.org or call (541) 284-1001.
If you would like to be a garden classroom volunteer, please contact us at volunteer@schoolgardenproject.org

Nature Works Everywhere
Supported by the Nature Conservancy, Nature Works Everywhere grants are for requests in amounts between $1,000 - $2,000. 
Funds can be used to support the building or revitalization of gardens on school campuses with preference given to rain, 
pollinator, native habitat and other natural infrastructure projects. Food gardens are also eligible. Grant applications are 
due October 5, 2019. For more information, visit www.natureworks@tnc.org.

Love Food Not Waste
Did you know that each year Eugene puts over 40 million pounds of food waste in the local 
landfill? Did you know schools can do something about it? Local garbage haulers, Rexius, the 
City of Eugene and 4 J School District have teamed up to make sure food scraps get turned into 
valuable compost instead of creating methane in our landfill - a potent greenhouse gas. Schools 
are eligible to receive discounted compost to apply to school garden projects. Interested in 
having your school compost food scraps instead of throw them away?  
Contact Ben Zublin, Waste Prevention Program Coordinator at (541) 682-5034 or email  
BZublin@eugene-or.gov 

https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/school-gardens-grant
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/programs/school-gardens-grant
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/
https://www.natureworkseverywhere.org/grants/
https://www.natureworkseverywhere.org/grants/
https://www.natureworkseverywhere.org/grants/
https://www.annies.com/giving-back/grants-for-gardens
https://www.annies.com/giving-back/grants-for-gardens
https://www.annies.com/giving-back/grants-for-gardens/how-to-start-a-garden
https://www.eugene-or.gov/759/Commercial-Food-Waste-Collection
https://rexius.com/
https://4j.lane.edu/
www.lanecounty.org/garbageguru
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Captain Planet 
Foundation
Captain Planet Foundation ecoSolution 
Grants accept small grant requests for 
amounts between $500 - $2,500. Preferential 

consideratio
n is given to 
requests who 
have secured 
at least 50% 
matching 
or in-kind 
funding for 
their project. 

Cycle 1 — opens September 15, 2019 and 
closes January 15, 2020. Cycle 2 — opens 
March 15, 2020 and closes July 15, 2020. 
For tools, resources, curriculum and grant 
information, visit  
www.captainplanetfoundation.org.

Challenges & More

Congratulations to School Product Design Challenge Winners 
Last school year, BRING challenged Lane County school teams to design and build products from used building materials to 
enhance their classrooms, schools, and school gardens. And the results were amazing! 

Territorial Elementary’s Green Team took home the grand prize for $1,000 for creating a “Human-Powered, Bike-Pedaled 
Compost Turner.” The Junction City, Oregon Green School aimed to turn leftover food scraps and garden clippings into usable 
compost for their school garden. Students are able to turn compost by pedaling the bike while having fun doing 
it! Other winning projects include the Mosaic Dragon – displaying school spirit and honoring Maple Elementary’s late 
librarian, the Dragon Wagon — an artistic and functional piece created to incentivize good student behavior, and the Bug 
Station — built to create habitat for worms and bugs.

To sign-up your school team in this year’s School Product Design Challenge, visit 
www.bringrecycling.org/school-product-design-challenge. 

2019 – 2020 Challenge Dates

September 10: Registration Opens
December 20: Registration Ends
March 31: Last day to spend your "Challenge Cash" at BRING 

May 12: Final Entries/Products Due
May 26: Winners Announced

For more information, visit Trex.com/Recycling.

Trex Plastic Film Recycling Challenge
Every year hundreds of schools across the nation compete in the Trex 
School Recycling Challenge to see who can collect and recycle the most 
plastic film. The Challenge is from November 15, 2019 through April 
15, 2020. Trex provides participating schools with recycling bins, 
posters, magnets for students and an award. A volunteer must weigh 
and report collected plastic film every month before delivering it to a 
participating drop off retailer in Eugene and Springfield. Winners 
announced on Earth Day — April 22, 2020. First-place winners receive a 
Trex bench!

What can be recycled? 
• Bread bags
• Bubble wrap
• Case overwrap
• Cereal bags

• Dry cleaning bags
• Grocery bags
• Ice bags
• Newspaper sleeves

• Produce bags
• Wood pellet bags
• Ziploc bags

The School Product Design Challenge is presented by BRING in partnership with Lane County Waste Management.

www.lanecounty.org/garbageguru
https://bringrecycling.org/
https://www.jctes.org/
http://oregongreenschools.org/
http://blog.springfield.k12.or.us/maple/
www.bringrecycling.org/school-product-design-challenge
www.bringrecycling.org
https://www.lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/public_works/waste_management
https://www.trex.com/recycling/recycling-programs/
https://www.trex.com/recycling/recycling-programs/
https://www.trex.com/recycling/recycling-programs/
https://www.trex.com/recycling/recycling-programs/
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecosolution/
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/grants/ecosolution/


Is it recyclable? Ask the Garbage Guru www.lanecounty.org/garbageguru 
Page 5

Did you know you could earn $100 per 
month by recycling 5 boxes of used 
shoes? ShoeBox Recycling makes it easy. 
The company provides free boxes to fill 
up with used shoes, pre-paid shipping 
labels and sends a postal carrier to pick 
up boxes once they’re full. Each school is 
sent a monthly check based on the 
number of boxes mailed back! Sign up 
today or visit 
www.communityrecycling.biz/ 

Lowe’s Toolbox for 
Education 
Lowe’s Toolbox for Education grant 
program is funded by the Lowe’s 
Charitable and Educational Foundation, 
which supports grassroots community 
and school projects where Lowe’s does 
business. 

Grant opens January 2020 and closes 
April 2020. Applicants will be notified by 
email in May, 2020. For information, visit 
www.toolboxforeducation.com. 

Earn $$ by Recycling 
Used Shoes 

diverse population and strong 
interest in a healthy planet. 

Programs to prevent waste, save 
water, energy, and make the school 
greener are an ongoing part of the 
school's values. The school has been 
certified under the Oregon Green 
Schools program (OGS), and are 
currently working on recertification. 
They partner with the School 
Garden Project of Lane County, and 
their 4th and 5th grade teachers host 
environmental education lessons 
through the Green Partnership 
Schools program. The students 
recently planted 5 oak trees on the 
east side of the school with the 
support of Friends of Trees

and Partners for Sustainable Schools (PSS). They also participate in field trips to Lane 
County's Glenwood waste Transfer Station, Short Mountain landfill, and BRING's 
Planet Improvement Center.   

Reducing food waste is one of the best things a school can do for the planet. It 
teaches kids how food should be composted instead of sent to landfills, where it 
generates methane. It teaches kids about healthy soil amendments and 
microorganisms that break food down in compost. In past, Camino del Rio had an 
active, on-site compost system. Starting in May of 2019, they enrolled in the City of 
Eugene’s Love Food Not Waste program. The program provides support, tools and 
resources needed to collect food waste in the cafeteria and lunchrooms. Additionally, 
schools are eligible to receive discounted compost that can be applied to school 
gardens from Rexius, the local compost processor. 

Interested in composting at your school? Contact: 
4J Schools, Tana Shepard shepard_t@4j.lane.or.us
Bethel Schools, Cathy Bechen cathy.bechen@bethel.k12.or.us
Springfield Schools, Fill out the form at: www.sanipac.com/compost/. 

The Love Food Not Waste
The Love Food Not Waste Program is a joint effort by the City of Eugene, garbage & 
recycling companies and Rexius, our local compost processor. Schools are able to turn 
food waste into useful and valuable compost instead of sending it to landfill. For more 
information, visit www.eugene-or.gov/759/Commercial-Food-Waste-Collection.

El Camino del Río/River Road 
Elementary — 
Preventing Waste, & Conserving Resources

Waste prevention in schools is a big thing these days! A perfect example is River Road 
Elementary — Camino del Rio, a Spanish immersion school in north Eugene with a

www.lanecounty.org/garbageguru
http://riverroad.4j.lane.edu/
http://riverroad.4j.lane.edu/
http://oregongreenschools.org/
http://oregongreenschools.org/
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/
http://www.partnersforsustainableschools.org/
https://friendsoftrees.org/
http://www.partnersforsustainableschools.org/
https://bringrecycling.org/
https://www.eugene-or.gov/759/Commercial-Food-Waste-Collection
www.sanipac.com/compost
https://www.eugene-or.gov/759/Commercial-Food-Waste-Collection
https://www.communityrecycling.biz/programs/shoebox-recycling
https://www.communityrecycling.biz/programs/shoebox-recycling
https://toolboxforeducation.com/
https://toolboxforeducation.com/
https://toolboxforeducation.com/
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Contact: BRING                                       
Emily Shelton, Education & Outreach 
emilys@bringrecycling.org   
(541) 746-3023 x 315 

Free presentations & 
curriculum
Sustainable intelligence lessons are aligned to Next 
Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and Common 
Core State standards (CCSS).

Something From Nothing - Kindergarten Students 
learn a new and exciting ways to limit the amount of 
waste they produce: they can reuse it for something 
completely different! 

Don’t Waste Lunch Grades 1-2
Students learn that lunchrooms generate a lot of waste 
— they’ll look at lunches that produce a lot of waste 
and lunches that produce no waste, while thinking 
about the 5-R’s

Eco 101 -The 5 R’s Grades 3-4
Students explore the 5Rs: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot, 
and Reflect. “Rot” teaches the importance of 
composting, while “reflect” teaches them how to be 
aware of and question their personal behaviors. 

Curriculum and lesson plans available for k-12 
Tailored presentations and curriculum available for any 
grade level, just ask! 
Hands-on and interactive activities! Learn how to 
reduce your environmental impact by studying your 
garbage waste and energy use.

Landfill & waste transfer 
station tours
Free tours of Short Mountain landfill, Glenwood 
Transfer Station and BRING’s Planet Improvement 

Center by a 
recycling and 
waste expert. See 
what happens to 
our waste locally 
after it is thrown 
into the trash!

Oregon Green Schools Certification
Oregon Green Schools (OGS) 
supports, recognizes and celebrates 
waste reduction and recycling 
activities at your school. For more 

information on how your school can focus its efforts in areas of 
waste reduction, energy and water conservation. 

Contact: OGS—Partners for Sustainable Schools
Joshua Frankel, Sustainability Education Coordinator 
greenschools@live.com 
(541) 636-0096

Free classroom materials
“An Apple Isn’t Just an Apple” workbook illustrates how food is 
made and how it should not be wasted (*available in Spanish). 

Free sustainability 
curricula — Lane County 
is pleased to offer 
EcoRise academically 
aligned sustainability 

Contact: Lane County Waste Management
Angie Marzano, Waste Reduction Specialist  
angie.marzano@co.lane.or.us   
(541) 682-6536

curricula for elementary, middle and high 
school teachers. Subscriptions are free and 
available first come first serve.

Waste Reduction Grants
Enhance your waste 
reduction projects with a 
grant of $500. Past projects 
have included washable 
classroom party kits, hand 
dryers, water bottle refill 
stations. 

School Waste Reduction Programs

Free recycling 
containers & signs
Free recycling containers and signs to 
help your school recycle paper, plastic and 
metal.

https://ecorise.org/school-program/ecorise-curriculum/
https://ecorise.org/school-program/ecorise-curriculum/



